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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Claims 
Claims 



1-16 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1 ~ 1 6 
Claims 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 1~16 
Clai ms 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Reference is made to the following documents: 



Dl: US 2 716 875; 
D2: US 2 563 112. 



Document Dl, which is considered to be the prior art 
closest to the subject matter of claim 1, describes (the 
references between parentheses apply to said document) : 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



a crown (column 2, lines 67-71) for a timepiece 
comprising a recess (figure 5) that has an axis XI 
and inside which there is, in particular, at least a 
first resiliently deformable element (figure 5, 27) 
rotatably engageable, about said axis XI and in at 
least a first direction of rotation, with a rigid 
element (figure 5, 31), wherein the rotary torque 
transmitted by one of said elements to the other is 
lower than a predetermined value beyond which said 
first deformable element is capable of deforming so 
that the rotatable engagement thereof with said 
rigid element can be disconnected (column 2, lines 
48-57) . 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



It follows that the subject matter of claim 1 differs 
from this known crown in that: 

• an hour wheel comprising winding stem attachment means 
in the area of a first end thereof is arranged inside 
said recess that has an axis XI; 

• said resiliently deformable element is rigidly 
connected to said hour wheel, irrespective of the 
rotary torque value, while said rigid element is 
stationary relative to said crown; and 

• said deformable element rotatably engages the inside 
edge of the ring-shaped rigid element. 

The subject matter of claim 1 is, therefore, novel (PCT 
Article 33(2)) . 



The problem that the present invention is intended to 
solve can therefore be considered to be that of producing 
a crown in which the disconnection mechanism is easy to 
assemble, the deformable element is not prestressed and 
no special structure is required for the end of the 
winding stem. 



The solution to this problem, as proposed in claim 1 of 
the present application, is considered to involve an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)), for the following 
reasons : 

Even though a resilient element that is engageable with 
the edge of a rigid element is known from document D2 
with respect to a disconnection mechanism located inside 
a watch case, said document does not teach or suggest 



Form PCT/I PEA/409 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Box No. V 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2005/003556 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



that such a mechanism could be used inside a winding 
crown to solve the stated problem. As a result, the 
combination of features in claim 1 is not known from, or 
suggested by, the prior art. 



Claims 2-16 are dependent on claim 1 and, as such, 
therefore also fulfil the PCT requirements of novelty and 
inventive step. 
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